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By john Mcelroy

CHATTAXOOGA AT LAST
tloterrann HnltH Ileforc nn Immense

Problem llrnjrpj Apparently Immov ¬

able la ft Jlliflitj- - Stronghold lloxe
crnnNN Splendid Strategy Hrasrg
Thoroughly OntiYlttetl and Outmnneu
tered Cbnttanoogn Falls Without a
Battle
The Army of the Cumberland at the

Conclusion of Its superb achievement in
maneuvering the enemy out of Tulla
homa and expelling him from Middle
Tennessee found itself confronted by a
problem and a task of even more gi
rantic proportions Brasss sreat army
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almost unhurt had retired to Chatta-
nooga

¬

behind a deep navigable river
in d three great mountain chains which
rose like veritable walls clear to the
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clouds Tho crests of these were actual
walls of primeval rock solid and per-

pendicular
¬

as those of great towers
There were many miles of these from
100 to 250 feet high as straight up and
flOTvn as If built with a plumb line and
without a break by which they could be
scaled

There was one narrow gateway
through these giant barriers where in
some remote geologic period the mighty
waters gathered in the broad valleys of
Bast Tennessee and southwestern Vir ¬

ginia had burst through the rock walls
under the towering cliff of Lookout
Mountain

To get at its enemy the Army of the
Cumberland would have to force itself
through this narrow gateway where
Bragg had concentrated even a stronger
army than that which he had fought so
fiercely at Perryvllle and Stono River
It seemed a far more difficult problem
than the Army of the Potomac had en-

countered
¬

on the Chlckahominy the
Army of the Tennessee at Vicksburg
On he Chlckahominy there was a slug
glHh stream with wide swamps on eith ¬

er side and low bluffs beyond On the
Rappahannock there were merely the
low bluffs with fortIflcatlon The coun-
try

¬

was open and rolling At Vicksburg
there were high bluffs overlooking the
wide expanse of Mississippi swamps and
jrorasies cut up by an endless tangle of
bayous and creeks in this muddy maze
Grants army had wallowed for four
long months before it was able by a
daring stroke to gain the high land

The Army of tho Cumberland might
have felt to exchange problems
with either of its sister armies but the
rule of war Is for every one to attend
to his own troubles The Army of the
Cumberland had no thought of asking
any one to take its job off its hands It
Fettled down along the line from Mc
Minnville to Winchester began repairing
the railroad back to Murfreesboro to get
rations and commenced deeply thinking
how to crack this new and harder nut
as successfully as it had the formidable
one of Tullahoma There was no doubt
In the mind of any enlisted man that
In the end Bragg would be whipped and
driven out of Chattanooga in spite of
his river and mountain wall Though
the way it was going to be done wan not
apparent Its certainty In the near fu-

ture
¬

did not admit of discussion
Ilurnitide to Co operate

In the meanwhile the long delayed
Burnslde expedition to the hero-
ic

¬

loyalists of East Tennessee was get-
ting

¬

in motion and would cover the left
Hank of the Army of the Cumberland
It had been delayed first by the neces ¬

sity of sending reinforcements to Gen
Grant which had taken away two di ¬

visions of the Ninth Corps and second ¬

ly by the Morgan raid which had dis-
organized

¬

all the cavalry Parkes Di ¬

visions of the Ninth Corps were now
coming back to Kentucky but the men
were sadly shattered by their service In
the malarious lowlands around Vicks-
burg

¬

and needed rest and toning up
The cavalry needed rest recuperation
and refitting after its 700 mile race in
pursuit of the Great Raider Burnslde
though one expected that his first
stroke would be at Cumberland Gap did
not want to give the enemy a hint of
his proposed course until he had the
whole of the Army of the Ohio well In

vhand Therefore he would not advance
fthe troops in Kentucky until tho divi
sions of tho Ninth Corps were returned

mm and ready to move So July
went by and August was filling up Its
heat of days before was ready to

ututlVfcU t

come up on the Army of the Cumber-
lands

¬

left
IlallevJtN Impatience

Meanwhile Halleck was daily prod-
ding

¬

Rosecrans to move forward ener-
getically

¬

He had Bragg on the run
keep it up The Army of the Potomac
had driven Lee out of Pennsylvania
after the terrific battle of Gettysburg
Grant had captured Pembertons whole
army at Vicksburg The Confederacy
was shaken to its foundation- - It might
be that a heavy blow by the Army of
the Cumberland would send it toppling

As usual Rosecrans had no end of
reasons and pretexts for not being in a
hurry Some were good soiie not The
niimaxAit nllnai hMrrAi Itfittinan FPiiliiumciuua luuiuau uiiua uvim ii ui move at once

and the been Rosecrans halted 10 days longer and
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destroyed He would have to restore
them and the railroad in order to feed

army He must also accumulate a
store of supplies against any interrup
tion of the railroad to his rear He
wanted to wait until the corn was ripe
in August to provide forage for his cav

He wanted to make a great mag-
azine

¬

nt Tracy City and needed a spe ¬

cial narrow gage locomotive built to run
on the branch railroad connecting that
place with the main line It took until
Aug 12 to build this and was scarce-
ly

¬

used
Hoaecrann Strateelc Genlun

Again Rosecranss strategic genius
shone out brilliantly even more bril
liantly than in the Tullahoma campaign

hatever fault may be found with
Rosecrans in other respects his strategy
elicits only unstinted praise Again he
made a most exhaustive planning and
preparation for his work with every
actau carefully worked out It was a
gigantic game of chess over a board
150 miles square with corps divisions
brigades and batteries infantry cav-
alry

¬

and artillery for the pieces and
moved with the utmost precision and

skill Again Bragg was completely out
witted and outmaneuvered Knowing
lull well the difficulties of an advance
upon hi3 immediate front Bragg was
wedded to the belief that Rosecrans
would strike at Braggs right as he had
done at Tullahoma This would take
him by the way of Sparta the Cumber-
land

¬

Barrens the Sequatchie Valley and
over the lofty wall of Waldent Ridge
It was by this route that Bragg had
turned Buells left the previous Sum-
mer

¬

and Its difficulty had made un ¬

believable to Buell in spite of all that
Thomas could say Bragg was the type

military men that believe dovoutly In
precedents and ho thought that Rose ¬

crans would follow the route had
taught tho Union commanders Prob ¬

ably the strongest reason however was
that by so doing Rosecrans would touch
elbows with Burnslde advancing Into
East Tennessee and the two armies
would be in supporting distance of each
other

Again Rosecrans carefully nourished
this idea in Braggs mind by every pos¬

sible device He sent Sheridan forward
to Bridgeport and Stevenson with ills
division to make an obvious feint along
the Tennessee River his cavalry dem ¬

onstrated down into Alabama far as
Huntsvllle apparently for the same pur-
pose

¬

while his establishment of a great
depot at Tracy City seemed to point
conclusively to a movement by the oth
er flank and prisoners who were cap-
tured

¬

were allowed to escape after see¬

ing elaborate preparations for a move ¬

ment across the mountains to Braggs
right

Bragg became sure of this that he
called In Buckner from KnosUHa to
save him the comblnej armies of
Burnslde and Rosecrans and have his
aid In defending ChatUmoogi Buck ¬

ner had at that time between 10000 and
20000 effectives He Joined Bragg with
half of these and sent the othor half
under Gen Samuel Jones to defend the
borders of Virginia Thus Burnslde had
an unopposed march to Knoxville

lioxeeranNn Plan
Rosecranss plan was so daring In Its

conception that Bragg was to an extent
Justified in leaving its possibility out of
hU calculations It was no less than to
strike boldly across the High mountains
south of Chattanooga for Rome and
Dalton which were on Braggs line of
communications If he succeeded in
reaching them he would have Bragg In
a trap and any way Bragg would have
to come out of Chattanooga to fight for
them on ground that Rosecrans would
choose If Rosecrans succeeded In reach-
ing

¬
Dalton Bragg would have to at¬

tack him on the palisades of Rocky
Faced Ridge

The dlfficultiea In the way of carrying
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out this plan were enormous beyond
description In the first place the army
would have to get across the Tennessee
River a deep rapid stream upon which
steamboats of considerable size ran It
was to be expected that Bragg would
have It carefully guarded and not per ¬

mit Its passage without severe fighting
into which a large part of his army
wouldbe drawn Once across tho Ten ¬

nessee the army would be confronted
by Sand or Raccoon Mountain a lofty
range with precipitous sides and oak
barrens destitute of water on its
summit It ivas crossed by few
exceedingly rough roads came
Lookout Valley and Creek be-
yond

¬

which rose the frowning
palisades of Lookout Mountain some
1200 feet above the surface of the Ten-
nessee

¬

There were but three passages
acros this one a wagon road which
wound around the base of the moun-
tain

¬

where abutted on the river one
at Johnstons Crook 26 miles from
Chattanooga and the third at Winstons
Gap 42 miles from Chattanooga

Three miles east of Chattanooga was
Mission Ridge which would havo to
be crossed East of this was Pigeon
Mountain a still higher range branch-
ing

¬

out from Lookout Mountain and
still farther east was Tajlors Ridge a
high precipitous range behind which
was Dalton

The army was to take along with it
rations for 25 days and ammunition
sufficient to fight two great battles

The Army Mo en
Early In August Halleck sent specific

orders Rosecransto fco but
lahoma Tennessee had all It
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so

from

Next

it

was not until Aug 16 that he left Win-
chester

¬

and set his army in motion His
orders to it were

Gen Crittendens Corps In three col-
umns

¬
Gen- - Wood from Hillsboro by

Pelham to Therman In Sequatchie Val-
ley

¬

Gen Palmer from Manchester by
the most practicable route to DunlaD

Gen Van Cleve with two brigades
Hum ncuwnviiie tne tnird being left
In garrison there by the most practi-
cable

¬

route to Plkeville the head of theSequatchie Valley
Col Mlntys cavalry to move on the

left by Sparta to drive back Dlbrellscavalry toward Kingston where theenemys mounted troops under Forrest
were concentrated and then covering
the left flank of Van Cleves column to
proceed to Pikevllle

The Fourteenth Corps MaJ Gen
Geo H Thomas commanding to move
as follows

Gen Reynolds from University by
way of Battle Creek to take post con-
cealed

¬

near Its mouth
Gen Brannan to follow him
Gen Negley to go to Tantallon andhalt on Crow Creek between Anderson

and Stevenson
Gen Baird to follow him and camp

near Anderson
The Twentieth Corps MaJ Gen A

McD McCook commanding to move
as follows

Gen Johnson by Salem and Larkins
Fork to Bellefonte

Gen Davis by Mount Top and Crow
vreeK to near Stevenson

The three brigades of cavalry by
Fayettevllle and Athens to onver th
line of the Tennessee from Whltesburg
up

On his arrival In tho Sequatchie
Valley Gen Crittenden to end a bri-
gade

¬
of infantry to reconnoiter the

Tennessee near Harrisons Landing nnd
take post at Poes Crossroads MInty
to reconnoiter from Washington down
and take post at Smiths Crssroads andWllders Brigade of mounted infantry
to retonnolter from Harrisons Landing
to Chattanooga and be supported by a
brigade oi infantry which Gen Crit-
tenden

¬
was to send from Therman to

the foot of the eastern slope of Wal
dens Ridge in front of Chattanooga

The same day Gen Burnslde beiran
his advance upon Cumberland and
Knoxville and was soon approaching
an allnemcnt with the Army of the
Cumberland

Col Wilder Movement
The movements were made precisely

as ordered and executed with the
greatest promptness and energy Wlld-
ers

¬

and Mlntys Brigades advanced
across the Sequatchie Valley followed
Dy Hazena and Wagners Brigades of
infantry They climbed thu lofty sum
mit of Wnldens Ridge where thev
came into plain sight of Chattanooga
and there made a great display of their
torce nuiiaing brilliant campflres for
miles along the summit The Infantry
halted there and collected their stores
out of reach of raids by the enemys
cavalry while Wilder pushed down di-
rectly

¬

i front of Chattanooga and
MInty went on toward Kingston to come
Into touch with Burnsldes cavalry The
Indefatigable Wilder at once proceeded
to create the utmost hullabaloo along
his side of tho river for 40 miles aboveChattanooga He brought up his bat-
teries

¬

and opened fire directly ucross
the river into Chattanooga and wakedup the Confederate artillery After aspirited duel in which o man or two
was killed on either side Capt Lilly
18th Ind Battery succeeded in silenc-
ing

¬
the enemys batteries and In dis ¬

abling some of their boats Quite aheavy force of cavalry could be seen
across the river and much Infantry Apontoon was seen in readiness to nwlng
across the river for a movement All
the same Wilder continued his demon
stratloM as If he had the whole army--

i tMil

back of him and kepf his small brigade
in constant motion so as to magnify his
numbers During fho daylight they
were galloping around from one of the
fords to another as if to start a cross-
ing

¬

and kept the enemys troops In
motion to oppose these Buglers were
busy sounding the calls at different
points In the woods great campfires
were started and at night the enemy
could hear chopping hammering and
sawing as if boats were building for a
crossing and this illusion was kept up
by pieces of boards thrown Into the
creeks They floated down past Chat-
tanooga

¬

and Impressed tho enemys
watchmen with the belief that pontoons
were being constructed Jn many of the
available places above the town Tho
enemy was kopt busy watching fortify-
ing

¬

and mounting guns all along a front
of some 40 or 50 miles which Wilder
vigorously threatened After night
Waldens Ridge was ablaze with camp
fires It seems strango that Bragg
should have been so completely deceiv ¬
ed because ho should have penetrated
through the thin line that Wilder had
stretched out and seen how little there
was behind it Ho did not however
but remained so firmly convinced that
his main danger was to come from
above Chattanooga that ho left thehighly important crossings of the river
below It weakly defended and tho mainarmy crossed at several points without
any serious opposition

CroflNlnir tbe Tennennce
While Wilder was making all this row

In front of Chattanooga Crittenden
with the Twenty first Corps was mov-
ing

¬
out from Manchester McMinnville

and Hillsboro for the Sequatchie Val-
ley

¬

Crittenden sent one brigade to
Poes Crossroads about 15 miles north
of Chattanooga and another brigade
was sent to help Wilder maintain his
bobbery

Aug 31 Crittenden was ordered to
move down the valley and cross tho
Tennessee at Bridgeport Shell Mound
and Battle Creek He crossed tho river
Sept 3 and was then ordered to move
directly up the railroad toward Chatta-
nooga

¬

Gen Thomas of the Fourteenth
Corps t cnt Gen Brahnans Division
across the Tennessee at Battle Creek
Gen Bairds at Bridgeport Gen Neg- -
ieys at uapertons Ferry and Gen Rey
noldss at Shell Mound

On tho extreme right Gen A McD
McCook commanding the Twentieth
Corps threw a pontoon bridge acr ss
tho river at Capcrtons Ferry Hegs
ungaue oi uavws iJivipion manned thepontoons rowed across tho river drove
away the enemys pickets and advanced
to the top of Sand Mountain The
bridge was then completed the rest of
the division followed and on the night
of Aug 30 encamped on top of Sand
Mountain Sheridans Division helped
build a bridge at Brjdgpport and cross-
ed

¬

the river marching to Trenton In
Lookout Valley Johnsons Division
crossed at Capertons Ferry and tho
corps as a whole crossed Sand Moun
tain into Lookout Valley opposite
Winstons Gap which Is 42 miles from
Chattanooga 25 mlles from Capertons
Ferry 48 miles from Rome Ga and
45 miles from Jalton Ga The pas
sage of Sand Mountain involved tho
severest labor and the hauling up by
nana oi me wagons and artillery In
many places roads hatf to be cut out or
made by filling up gorges and cuttlmr
down knobs By Sept 6 all these move
ments had been completed and thearmy except those portions which were
guarding the rear and thoso conducting
the demonstrations In front of Chatta-
nooga

¬

was concentrated in Lookout
Valley from Wauhatchle six or seven
miles from Chattanooga to Valley
Head 35 miles distant The first oart
of the movement was now a magnifi
cent success but tne cioua capped pal ¬

isade of Lookout Mountain lay between
the army and Bragg in Chattanooga
Bragg however had been demoralized
by the apparition 6f this Immense force
from a totally unexpected direction He
was as he confessed tb his subordinate
Generals utterly piizzled by the pop-
ping

¬

out of rats from so many holes
Rosecrans had made demonstrations all
along the river from Whltesburg to
Blythes Ferry a distance of 150 miles

Cronalng Lookout Mountain
Rosecrans at once Issued orders for

Crittenden to demonstrate strongly di ¬

rectly up the railroad and wagon road
around the xiose of Lookout Mountain
against Chattanooga while Thomas
should scale Lookout Mountain at John
sons Crook near Trenton and McCook
crossed at Valley Head Gen Thomas
advanced Negleys Division to lead In
scaling Lookout Mountain and Beattys
Brigade led the division in the direction
of Stevensons Gap The 18th Ohio suc
ceeded In reaching the top of Lookout
Mountain beyond Paynos Mill where
they found the enemys pickets and
drove them away securing the forks of
the road on the summit of the moun
tain The corps was closed up well and
by incredible labor succeeded in work
ing Its trains and artillery forward with
It

to sojeec

r WesC

i

On the right McCook Corps after
prodigious labor succeeded In crossing
Lookout Mountain by Winstons Gap
and reaching Alpine Ga where Car
Hns Brigade went to the support of the
cavalry which was pushing back that of
tne enemy

On the left Gen Crittenden sent for-
ward

¬

Col Harker a reconnoissance
to the nose of Lookout Mountain and
found It guarded by a force of the
enemy which was protecting as was
subsequently learned the withdrawal of
the enemy front Chattanooga Gen
Thomas pushed Negley still farther for-
ward

¬

across Mission Ridge to
mores Cove on thefroad through Dug
Gap where he found a strong force
the enemy conslMlng of Infantry cav-
alry

¬

and artillery Thereupon Thomas
closed up his three remaining divisions
in support of Negley

Rumors werecirculating through thoarmy that Bragg had retreated from
Chattanooga and Sept 9 Gen Reynolds

the 92d III Mounted Infantry to
matte a reconnoissance along the top of

iContlnued on page
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THE LIBBY PRISON TUNNEL

Shrewd Planning and Patient Labor Rewarded With Success

Hard Journey Through Bitter Cold to the Union Lines

By L P WILLIAMS 73d Ind

So many different stories In regard to
the famous tunnel of Llbby Prison have
been published that I feel like adding
mine to the number

How to get out of Llbby was at all
times an absorbing topic Every means
of escape was studied over discussed
and carefully considered until at last
a few enterprising men came to the
conclusion that a tunnel was a practical
scheme and early in January 1S64
commenced the work which required
weeks of patient and vigorous toll to
bring to a practical ending

Col Thos E Rose of tho 77th Pa
organized a tunneling squad consisting
of about eight men who were known to

WiMm

UB I

MaJ

Y

LIBBY PRISON AS IT APPEARED IN lSCS Gl

be discreet with no leaky qualities
and could keep the secret from their
best friends A general knowledge
throughout the prison of what was be¬

ing done would have insured its failure
Tlio Deglnnini

The work was begun one night after
lights out by making a passage in the

back of the fireplace in the kitchen so
as to the cellar below by digging
downward through the masonry work
c the chimney a hole large enough for
a man to descend to a flue on the oppo-
site

¬

side In this flue they hung a rude
kind of rope ladder by which the work-
men

¬

could pass up and down with com-
parative

¬

ease
Every morning Just before daylight

the workmen would come up and care-
fully

¬

replace the bricks in the back wall
of the chimney so that all appearance
of an opening to the cellar was careful-
ly

¬

concealed- - A cooking stove sat in
front - of this fireplace and a barrel
usually occupied a place near the stove
both of which assisted in hiding the
work

After reaching the cellar an opening
to the outside was what was wanted
and to accomplish this a tunnel under
the street east of the building was com
menced The cellar was immediately
under the prison hospital and was used
only for the storage of boxes straw
etc and was never visited at night

The tunnel was started on a level with
the floor of the cellar which made it
about five feet under ground by pick ¬

ing the bricks and stones out of the
thick wall until a hole was opened
large enough to admit the body of n
good sized man

The Dirt Carrier
The work was continued by digging

with knives and a chisel the dirt car-
ried

¬

back Into the cellar and concealed
under the straw with which the floor
was covered several Inches deep a large
wooden spittoon was used for carrying
the dirt off As the work progressed
ropes were fastened to two sides of It
so that it could be drawn In and out of
the excavation This work was neces-
sarily

¬

very slow as the nir would soon
become impure and candles burn but a
few minutes at a time the workmen
being compelled to come out and allow
fresh air to flow In as no method could
be adopted for successfully ventilating
it

Thus Inch by Inch the work progress-
ed

¬

with the greatest secrecy and cau-
tion

¬

Careful watchfulness was kept
up night and day to see that the plan
was not discovered

A Nearly Fatal Mlatakc
On Sunday night Feb 7 an error

occurred which nearly proved fatal to
the enterprise It had been very diffi
cult to ascertain the exact width of the
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street and that reason it was hard
to tell Jut where the tunnel should
When as the proper distance
had been reached the diggers worked
their way to tho surface but to their
dismay found they were somo distance
short of the proper place and were
emerging almost under the feet of
sentry

The work was continued by filling up
the place as well as possible and going
on with tho excavation until the proper

was reached when an opening
was made to the surface

The Momentoua Night
Tuesday night Feb 9 was the time

fixed to try the escape About dark on
that the plans began to be
whispered from to another The
order of departure had been arranged
so that all who worked on tho tunnel
were to go first the friends whom thoy
had to go next in order
After that all others as best they could
It was a slow process down the
chimney crossing the cellar and crawl ¬

ing through the tunnel
The first man passed out about 7 p

m after of others

NO 45 NO 1306

had succeeded In out safely by
which time quite an eager crowd had
gathered in tho room Impatiently
awaiting their turn when somo one
either maliciously or mistakenly raised
an alarm that tho guards were coming
and a stampedo occurred I supposed
that all discovered and was think ¬

ing of retiring to my blanket but soon
found that it was a false alarm and
quickly gathering my squad together
we took advantage of the quiet that

tho uproar I led oft and got
Into the chimney and seized the rope
but in my did not grasp it
tight enough and It slipped through
hands and I to the bottom of
the cellar and it seemed as L went
down the chimney that it was 30 feet
deep at least

-- SnNJS5BiWHr
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We were soon at the mouth of the
tunnel One man started in and I

followed In order to get
through It was necef iary to lie flat
down and work ont s self through in
that About the middle of the
tunnel I got fastened by my overcoat
which I had rolled up into as small a
bundle as in by my

THE AUTHOR IN

side and completely wedging me fast
My only chance to get loose to
back out a few feet and as some one
was following close at my heels I was
compelled to give him a few vigorous
kicks when he retired a short distance
and I was How long that
place seemed I would have said It was
at least 100 yards Instead of only about
60 feet The roar of the noise as we
crawled through was to me like the
sound of wagons in a covered bridge

The Exit
The opening from the tunnel came

up under an old shed with a plank fence
beween the exit and the guard line

tho prison
A vacant led from this shed to-

ward
¬

Canal street with a carriage house
to be passed through before reaching
it Tho sentinels were on a line with
the front of the carriage house and be-
fore

¬

going into the street it was ¬

to wait until the guards turned
their backs and moved off in the oppo ¬

site A luge warehouse near
this shed was used to tore hundreds of
boxes containing clothing and proi- -
sions that had been sent to the prKon
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relieved

neces-
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direction

er4 their friends These boxes had
been repeatedly robbed by soldiers or
citizens hanging about the vicinity

It was my opinion at the time that
tho guards must have seen some of us
but thinking it was a raid being
on the Yankee boxes paid no attention
to it A Lieutenant of the guard after
wards corroborated this

The author of New Yankee Doodle
versified this as follows

Through tunnel patiently scooped out
Beneath the sentrys beat

One hundred captured officers
Stand free upon the street

The rebs on guard see dusky forms
Diverging from the shed

Where Abes great boxes of supplies
Were stored only said

Our are out again to night
A confiscatlng things

And ere they turned again the forms
Had somehow taken wings

And off through lane and wood and
swamp

The scattered patriot band
Hound hunted soro famlshedall

headed for Gods Land

i

At precisely 130 oclock at night thoparty with whom I made my escapo
left the prison and passed out on thostreet free men There were five In
our squad made up of MaJ J P Col-
lins

¬

nnd Capt McCaslIn Moore of tho
29th Ind Capt John W Lewis of the
4th Ky Cav Capt Matthew Boyd andmyself of the 73d Ind

In the Street
Upon reaching tho street we moved

oft at a rapid walk until we got some
distance from the prison when we turn-
ed

¬
our course to the northwest passing

by two or three hospitals which wer
guarded but fortunately the sentlnel
did not challenge us Near one of
hospitals I met with a delay thatnear causing me to lose my comrades
I was walking near the top of a small
but very steep hill over which straw
had been emptied from the hospital
beds Stepping on this straw it gavo
way beneath me and I slipped to tho
bottom and before I could again get to
the top my companions were of
sight they had not missed me and I
had hard work to overtake them

Out or nielimond at Last
When near the outside of Richmond

we left the main streets believing they
were picketed and going out through
lots and byways passed the fortlfica- -
Hons around the city without difficulty
We struck the Virginia Central Rail ¬

road and followed it north a few miles
Intending if possible to pas entirely
north of tho forces that we believed lay
east of Richmond fter leaving tho
railroad we truck into the woods and
a the night was dark we fell over logs
and stumps got Into thorn bushes and
brambles and tore our clothes and wero
generally very uncomfortable

By dawn we had made eight or nino
miles and as daylight was coming wo
were compelled to hunt a place of con-
cealment

¬
which we found very difficult

as there was no undergrowth to furnish
a hiding place We penetrated Into tha
woods but could not get out of sight
Everywhere we found ourselves too neat
some dwelling and outhouses were un
sife It was now fully light and as wC
could go no further we crept into 4
small forest in plain sight of a public
road along which we saw many pcrsoni
pass during the day and I believe out
poor concealment our safety as nn
one thought it necessary to search in 4
wood where every tree and log appeared
to be exposed

A Ilmr Cold Day
The day was very and cold anl

c suffered greatly It was the longest
iliy I eer passed It seemed as though
minutes were hours as we lay flat on
the ground never speaking except in
the lowest voice shivering and anxious
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and longing for the shades of evening
Strange to say I felt no hunger anxiety
and mental strain had obliterated all
appetite and I could not have of
the choicest food had It been at my
command

Each party on leaving the prison had
relied upon his own Judgment as to
the course to pursue I had succeeded
in prison in making an accurate copy of
a map of that part of Virginia not be¬
ing able to get one otherwise which
proved of the greatest value

As soon as dark we moved on taking
an easterly direction guided by tha
north star During the night we crossed
the headwaters of the Chlckahominy
River and wading its swamps until
morning we were soaking wet and
thoroughly fatigued At dawn we cams
to a cedar thicket and went a few hun-
dred

¬
yards Into it where we built a firo

to dry our clothes and get a little
warmth but had scarcely begun to get
comfortable when one of our party dls
covered a man near by with a gun In
a moment we had vanished expecting
to hear a bullet whistle after us Ha
neither said a-- word nor fired at us and
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we never knew who he was or what h4
wanted

A Comrade Left Behind
We ran for a considerable distance

and when we halted found Capt Lewis
broken down and ho was compelled to
give up the struggle as he could travel
no farther He insisted on us leaving
him This we regretted to do but as It
was his wish we parted with him To
us It was either liberty and happiness
or a return to Imprisonment and starva-
tion

¬

and we chose the former and left
him with our prayers and good wishes
He was recaptured that day and re-
turned

¬
to prison

Every step of our way had now to ba
taken with the utmost caution for wa
knew that by this time the whole coun-
try

¬
was aroused and using every possi-

ble
¬

means to retake us the woods wero
Infested with bushwhackers and scouts
and every road guarded by pickets

We kept closely concealed In tha
thickest forests and traveled as little as
possible by daylight oftentimes seeing
from our concealment soldiers both
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